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▪ Historically Australia had one of the lowest organ donation 

rates in the world

▪ 32nd ranked country

▪ 2006 National Organ Donation Collaborative

▪ 22 hospitals

• Collaboration to improve systems to support organ donation

▪ State based Organ Donation Agencies

▪ ANZICS

• ADAPT training

• Statement on Death and Organ Donation

▪ “Neutral” approach to donation request



▪ National Reform Agenda

▪ Australian Organ and Tissue Donation and 

Transplantation Authority Act 2008

• Organ and Tissue Authority

– $151M over 4 years

• Standardization of State / Territory Agencies

• 75 hospitals received funding for donation staff
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The current situation in Australia
▪ Around 1,400 Australians are waitlisted for a transplant. 

▪ A further 11,000 patients are on dialysis
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Tasmania
▪  2% of Australian pop.

• 2018
• 14 Actual donors

o 11 DBD and 3 DCD

o 2 Intended Donors



National Consent Rate in 2018



▪ Best practice Model
▪ Providing an opportunity to give information and 

request  OD from all families.

• Separated from futility / death discussion

• Collaborative

– Trained requestor

– Adequate time for the conversation

▪ Australian Organ Donor Register









Australian Organ Donor register



State and territory consent rates







▪ IV drug users

▪ Hepatitis B / C

▪ Age

▪ Malignancy risk

▪ Smoking / Alcohol

▪ Diabetes / Hypertension / Obesity
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discuss things in the morning” 

▪ It is ok to prevent circulatory arrest / intubate etc as long as there is no 

‘harm to the patient’

▪ Donation Specialist Nurses relate well to families, and understand the 

process better than anyone and have time to provide complex information





The future


