
AGEISM synopsis: 

Station: Common infections in elderly patients: 

 

Patient 1: 

First presentation: 

UTI : ‘generally unwell’, afebrile 

Challenges in diagnosing infections in elderly and atypical presentations 

Lack of mounting a fever, definition of fever in elderly 

Diagnosis of UTI in elderly patients 

 

 

Patient 2: 

Asymptomatic bacteriuria 

C. difficile after given Ceftriaxone for misdiagnosed UTI 

Missed cauda equina : Urinary incontinence  

 

Patient 3: 

Indwelling urinary catheter: UTI or not 

Inappropriate use of urinary catheters and early removal when used 

 

Other infections missed in elderly patients: 

Infective endocarditis 

HIV 
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